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The National Energy Commission (CNE) and its role in 
the secure transport of radioactive materials in the 
Dominican Republic

The Government’s technical advisory body on matters related to the management, regulation, control 
and oversight of every activity involving the use of radioactive substances or radiation-emitting devices 
in the country.

Regulations for the Security of Radioactive Sources, including their Transport
• Enacted in 2013
• Under review to account for the country’s current conditions and revisions to the original NSS 9
Radioactive Material Transport Network
• Improve safety and security in the transport of radioactive materials, connecting stakeholders
• As the Competent Authority, the National Energy Commission (CNE) is responsible for coordinating the 

Network
• National focal point that has identified and established effective communication with key stakeholders



CHAPTER IV: SPECIFIC 
REQUIREMENTS FOR THE 
TRANSPORT OF 
RADIOACTIVE SOURCES

CHAPTER IV: SPECIFIC REQUIREMENTS FOR THE TRANSPORT OF
RADIOACTIVE SOURCES

Article 34. - Security measures should be implemented in the transport of radioactive
sources in conformity with the corresponding security levels, as specified in Table D of
Annex I.

Article 35. - Authorization for the transport of radioactive sources shall be approved,
where applicable, after the relevant security requirements have been met.

Article 36. - For the transport of radioactive sources subject to basic and enhanced
security levels, operators must have a Transport Security Plan that contains the
information included in Section 2 of Annex VI and must demonstrate compliance with
the requirements of these Regulations.
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Transport Security Regulations and Transport 
Security Regime

Radioactive material is most vulnerable to theft and sabotage by 
malicious actors while in transport.

IAEA Framework for the Safety and Security of Radioactive Material
 Code of Conduct on the Safety and Security of Radioactive Sources
 Nuclear Security Recommendations on Radioactive Material and Associated 

Facilities (Nuclear Security Series No. 14)
 Security of Radioactive Material in Transport (Nuclear Security Series No. 9-

G Rev. 1)



Transport Security Regulations and Transport 
Security Regime (Continued)

Drafting transport security regulations is a complex process that involves multiple 
competent authorities and other stakeholders involved in the transport operation 
for moving the radioactive material.

Challenges and Complexities in developing transport security regulations
• Alignment with international obligations,
• Coordinating with different agencies and stakeholders,
• Accounting for multijurisdictional issues during transport, and
• Multimodal considerations.

One outcome of a transport security regulation is the incorporation of critical 
standards and practices to support a robust transport security regime.



Activities Conducted…



On-site Regulatory Review Workshop (July 2019)
• Preliminary review of the draft regulation in January 

2019
• Provided the National Energy Commission (CNE) with 

comments and feedback that formed the basis for the 
July 2019 Workshop

• 3-day workshop focused on an in-depth review of the 
draft Transport Security Regulation

• Topics covered
 Categorization
 Assigning security levels
 Security measures

• It helped enhance the relationship between the CNE 
and the ORS, and fostered collaboration to strengthen 
the regulation, with both sides putting forth questions 
and comments.



Online Regulatory Review Follow-up 
(August 2021)

• Similar approach to the 2019 On-site Regulatory Workshop
• It was hosted on Zoom
• Instead of 3 days, the meeting lasted 1.5 hours
• Updates to NSS No. 9-G were discussed and how the 

updates impacted the current draft of the CNE transport 
security regulation

• The current status of the draft transport security regulation 
was discussed.



Lessons Learned
On-site Regulatory Workshop 2019

• Face-to-face discussion with legal and technical experts concerning the review of the draft 
regulation.

• Working in person allowed participants to get to know each other and feel comfortable discussing 
topics that could be sensitive from a legal and technical perspective.

• All participants were able to put forth ideas and comments to help facilitate the discussion and to 
provide the best possible content to develop the draft regulation.

Online Regulatory Follow-up 2021

• Participants met on Zoom to discuss updates to NSS 9-G and the content of the current draft 
regulation.

• Scheduling an online meeting allowed for more flexibility than on-site events.
• The online platform did not provide the same level of personal connection as the 2019 on-site 

event.



Final Thoughts
• Developing transport security regulations is complex, but it is a fundamental requirement in 

supporting a robust transport security regime.

• Collaboration with the ORS was an essential part of developing know-how among CNE staff.
 Regulatory reviews have been very fruitful, since several missing aspects in terms of 

specifications for security measures have been added.

• The 2019 and 2021 regulatory reviews are evidence of the ongoing collaboration between 
the CNE and the ORS, which has been developed and continues to flourish.

• It is important to continue strengthening national regulations on transport security.



Thank you for your attention
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